Dear Representative:

For upwards of nine years now state legislators have been hearing from New York’s Thoroughbred breeders, urging them to expedite the selection of an operator for the Aqueduct VLTs. It will also come as no surprise that our need has grown more urgent as our businesses have suffered through this long process.

According to its published timeline, the Lottery is scheduled to announce its recommendation of an Aqueduct VLT operator to state leaders on August 3. I would like call your attention to an absolutely critical matter of timing. 

You may not be aware that Fasig-Tipton, the internationally renowned thoroughbred sales company, will be holding a two-day sale in Saratoga on August 7-8 showcasing premier thoroughbred yearlings bred in New York (The Fasig-Tipton New York-Bred Preferred Yearling Sale). This annual sale, which has the potential to make or break a breeder’s business for the entire year, has not been strong in recent years. Uncertainty about VLTs makes potential buyers hesitate because they fear a negative impact on available racing opportunities for these yearlings down the line.  
	
The Lottery is scheduled to announce its recommendation just a matter of days before the sale. I am writing to plead with you to do everything in your power to make sure that this recommendation can occur on schedule and, after the recommendation is made, to expedite the legislative process of acting on the recommendation. Any further postponements in the selection of a VLT operator for Aqueduct could have a deadening effect on the sale and – for many breeders – on another year of business. In the past year some of New York’s biggest and most successful commercial breeders who opened farms in the state because of the promise of VLTs, opted to close down their New York operations. Additionally, in the past 24 months at least 70 smaller breeding operations have closed their doors. Many of the rest may not be able to survive another year of disappointing results in what is, for us, the most important two days of the year. On the other hand, an announcement of a recommended VLT operator before the sale – and any forward-looking action on the part of state leaders in response to that recommendation -- will generate excitement among buyers and instantly enhance the market value of every horse that goes through the auction ring on August 7-8.
	
New York breeders have been suffering for a long time. Please, please help make sure that there is no delay that would ruin this wonderful opportunity for us to begin to make good some of the damage caused by past delays. 

Sincerely yours,


